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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – December 26, 2019 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Michael York, Ruth Snyder, Jane Johnson, and Selectmen’s representative Sylvester Karasinski. 
The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Alternate Steve Malone 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Robin Monette with 
Old Glory Antiques, and Barb Hewitt.  
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Snyder with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from December 12, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of December 12, 2019. There was a second to the motion by York. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application – Old Glory Antiques 
Robin Monette, owner of Old Glory Antiques, requests to open a retail antique business at the Cheshire 
Fairgrounds property located at 247 Monadnock Highway. The business would be located towards the rear 
of the Bolton Hall building, located in the northeast corner of the fairgrounds adjacent to Safford Drive and 
Route 12. The rear portion of Bolton Hall is approximately 4,800 square feet in area and Old Glory Antiques 
would take up roughly 2,000 square feet of this building section.  
 
Hours of operation are proposed to be daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The business would employ two 
part-time employees. It is anticipated that approximately 20 customers would visit the business per day. 
There is an existing row of parking stalls on the southern side of the building and the business would utilize 
10 of these parking spaces.  
 
Bachler noted that the Code Enforcement Officer and Interim Fire Chief had inspected the building and 
provided required upgrades that would need to be completed before occupancy.  
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:04 p.m.  
 
Discussion:  
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Self questioned what improvements to the building were being required by the Code Enforcement Officer 
and Fire Department. Robin Monette responded that they were primarily related to electrical upgrades for 
some of the outlets in the building. The Chair asked if there were any additional concerns and there were 
none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:05 pm 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve the request of Robin Monette to open a retail antique 
business at 247 Monadnock Highway contingent on Code Enforcement and Fire Department 
approval. The subject property is located in the Business District at Tax Map 19, Lot 94. There was a 
second to the motion by Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Home-Based Business Application – Barb Hewitt  
Barb Hewitt requests to open a home-based business at her property located at 839 West Swanzey Road. 
The existing principal use of the property is for a single-family residential dwelling. The proposed business is 
retail sales of homemade crafts and décor. The business would be operated out of an approximately 300 
square foot portion of the detached garage on the eastern side of the property.  
 
The business would be run seasonally during spring, summer, and fall and would be open Friday through 
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. In addition to the owner, one part-time employee is anticipated. It is 
anticipated the business would have 2-3 customers per day. There is adequate space for two parking spaces 
adjacent to the garage. 
 
Bachler stated that home-based business applications first require approval by the Board of Selectmen. He 
noted that the application was approved by the Board of Selectmen on December 11, 2019. He added that 
staff reviewed the application and believed that the criteria required for a home-based business as outlined 
in the Zoning Ordinance were satisfied.  
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:07 pm 
 
Discussion:  
 
Sainsbury asked whether this was an existing business. Barb Hewitt noted that she had started the business 
this past year to see if it was successful and was now seeking approval for a home-based business.  
 
Johnson asked what the average number of customers had been this past year. Hewitt said the maximum 
number of customers at a time had been two.  
 
Self asked what months Hewitt expected to have the business open. Hewitt explained that this would be 
dependent on the weather, but anticipated the business would be open from approximately April through 
October.  
 
Johnson asked whether there was adequate parking on the property. Bachler noted there appeared to be 
space for at least two cars in front of the garage. He added there was additional space for parking next to 
the house, which is situated towards the rear of the lot. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:10 pm 
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Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the request of Barb Hewitt to open a home-based 
business for the retail sales of homemade crafts and décor at 839 West Swanzey Road. The subject 
property is located in the Business District at Tax Map 71, Lot 15. There was a second to the motion 
by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Bachler distributed the Planning Board meeting schedule for 2020.  
 
Next Meeting:  January 9, 2020 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Johnson with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:12 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development  
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